PETER JACOB BAUWENS FAMILY

These stories of the Bauwens family were recorded by Iva Lea Baebler from family sources.

1. (as  told by Mary Klopfel to her own daughter, Ivy)  Mary Klipfel was a daughter of Peter Jacob Bauwens.  “Jacob was the son of a wealthy land owner in Belgium.  Sophia Theschaert was a servant girl on the neighboring estate.  They married and he was disinherited.  Jacob and Sophia had 2 children in Belgium and his parents, being wealthy, would keep the children, as Jacob was a soldier.  To earn a living, he would go to the Army in someone’s place, for pay.  This could be done in those days.  He was afraid that if he were killed, his parents would keep the children and send Sophia away.  She would lose the children to them, as she had no way to provide for them.  They decided to come to the USA.  They brought the Bernard MODDE family with them.  They lived in the East for a while, where Jacob worked as a hod carrier.  They then came to St. Louis.”

2. (as told to Iva Lea Modde by her father, Leo Peter Modde.)  “Jacob Bauwens and wife Sophia immigrated to America from Belgium in 1857, with his good friend, Bernard MODDE, his wife and young son (Edward).  Bernard had no money to make the trip, so Jacob Bauwens paid for everyone.  While living in St. Louis, they worked in the brick yard.  Jacob lived in Soulard Market area.  Catherine was born there.  When she was twenty-one she married Edward MODDE.”

3. Told by Lela, daughter of Mary (Bauwens) Klipfel.  “When Lela was about 12 yrs. Old, in 1920, a brother came home from serving in the First World War, who had been in Europe.  He was asked why he did not visit Jacob Bauwens’ relatives while in Belgium?  He told this story:  The oldest son of Jacob’s  parents had inherited the land, the 2nd son had gone to a Monastery, and Jacob had come to America.  The first son had then died, but the 2nd son did not want to leave the Monastery, Jacob was the next in line, but was ineligible to inherit land in Belgium, as he had left the country.  Asked if he wanted to go back to the inheritance, he said ‘No, it would mean land, but no money, and he was happy in America.’  There was a title that accompanied the inheritance, but he didn’t want that either.”

4. When Jacob Bauwens came to the Bois Brule Bottom has not been definitely determined, but a deed of land shows that he obtained land from Nancy Warren in the year 1885, for payment of a loan.  See paragraph 6 below.

5. Below is shown Coats of Arms for the Bauwens family.  Probably the FLANDERS set would be the correct one for this Bauwens family.  It is 4th from the left.

6. Land bought by Jacob Bauwens in 1879, in Township 36, 11 E. It was bought for $720 with 10% interest for 6 years at $120 per yr on principal, secured by the land itself.  Deed from Nancy Warren is included, and 1898 map shows location.

7. Doris Deckelman Landfather, descendant of Ugenia Bauwens says her family story was that “during the French-Belgium War, a French foundling girl was left on Peter Jacob Bauwens parents doorstep and they (Peter & Sophia) grew up together and married.”
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DEED OF RELEASE
The Indenture made on the 19th day of December A.D, One thous​and eight hundred and Eighty five, by and between Nancy Warren of the County of Perry and the state of Missouri, party of the First Part and Jacob Blownince of the County of Perry and State of Missouri, party of the second part.
NANCY WARREN
To DEED of Release
JACOB BOWNINCE
32  33
PAGES
Book
Perry County
Witness that the said party of the First Part in consider​ation of the amount of One Dollar to her paid by the party of the second part, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does by these present. Remise, Release and fo__quit claim, unto the said party of the Second Part, the following described Lots, Tracts or parcels o£ land lying, being and actuals in the county of Perry and State of Missouri.
To wit; 50 Acres, part of Survey confirmed to Wm Deckman, beginning on the corner of the Me Cashland line, Then se north 49 ° West 38 chains and 68 links Then se South 50° East 32 chains and 25 links, then se North 13 chains and 80 links to the place of beginning, in the Township 36, Range 11 east.
This deed of Quit Claim being made in release of and satisfaction for a certain Deed of Trust dated 22 day of March 1879, recorded in the Recorders Office wherein and for the County of Perry aforesaid, in Deed Book 2 in al, pages 495 & 496. To have and to hold the same, with all rights, immunities, privliges and oppertunities therebelonging, unto the said party of the second part, and his heirs and assignees, forever, so that neither the said party of the First Part nor her heirs, nor any other person, or parsons for her, or in her name or behalf shall or will hereafter claim or demand any right or title to the aforesaid primises, or or any part thereof, but they and every of them shall , by these present, be excluded and forever baned.
On Witness Thereof, the said party of the First Part has herewith set her hand and seal the day and year first above written, Nancy Warren (x her mark)(Seal)
Signed and Sealed and declaimed in presence of Us: R.M. Brewer, Pres. County Court, State of Missouri, County of Perry.
And the
Be it remembered that on this 19th day of December, A.D. 1985 before the under signed, a Justice County Court,written for the Court of Perry, aforesaid, as Nancy Warren who is personally known to me to be the same person whose name is subscribed to theforegoing instrument_________as a party there to an ____ the same to be her ACH ____deed for the
same Nancy Warren further declared herself to be single and unmarried. In the ______ whereas I have herewith set my hand at my office in Perryville, MO. This day and year first above written.
R,M. Brewer Justice County Court Recorded December 24th 1885 at 7 o'clock 30 minutes A.M.
Attest James Burgee, Recorder by Henry Burgee, D.R.

Some of the words were not legible in the copy of this deed.
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THE PETER JACOB BAUWENS FAMILY
BAUWENS, Peter Jacob
b. 18 June 1822- Belgium
d. 18 Sept 1895- Belgique, Mo. USA
m.
- Belgium
spoke Flemish, immigrated 1857
bur. Belgique Catholic Cemetery

m. THESCHAERT, Sophia
b. 27 Oct 1823- Belgium d. 24 Aug 1906- Belgique, Mo. bur. Belgique Catholic Cemetery spoke Flemish, immigrated 1857
(children)
1. BAUWENS, Peter Jacob,Jr.
m. WOLF, Mary
b. before 1857- Belgium
d. before 1906- USA
buried old St. Peter & Paul (children)
1.
BAUWKNS,
Rosalie ----------- m. HESSE, _____ dau.Rosalie m.McHugh
2.
BAUWENS,
Ugenia --------------m. DECKELMAN, William, Sr.
3.
BAUWENS,
John (Johnny)----—--d. young  drowned at 14
4.
BAUWENS,
Herman Edward
5.
BAUWENS,
Peter Jacob, 3rd.
6.
BAUWENS,
Emma----------------d. young
7.
BAUWENS,
Ida ----------------- b. after father's death  never married
2. BAUWENS, Mary Sophia
m. (1) PREIS or PRICE_____
b. before 1857- Belgium
3 Children found in Sophia's Will
d, before 1906- USA
(2) NEELS, Peter
m. twice
m. 21 Feb 1894- Belgique, Mo.
(children) found in Sophia's Will
1. PRICE, Mary (Mammie)   ———
m. WICKS_, _______
2. PRICE, Edward H. ————————--
m.
3. PRICE, Ida ———————————————
m. SCHULBR,______
3. BAUWENS, Catherine 'Katie'
m. MODDE, Edward
b.  6 Apr 1859- St. Louis, Mo.
b. 28 Jan 1856- Watervliet, Bel.
d. 22 Dec 1938- Belgique, Mo.
d, 28 Jul 1925- Belgique, Mo.
m. 28 Jan I860- Perry Co. Mo.
son of Francies Bernard Modde
Justice of the Peace
& Amelia Verbeke
(children under Edward Modde)
immigrated 1857 @ 1 yr of age
4. BAUWENS, John
d. young
5. BAUWENS, Ida
m. NEELS, Helionus (Lori)
b. 1862- USA                         b.  7 Jan 1861- Holland
living in 1906                    d. 15 Jan 1899 was murdered in
m. 15 Apr 18B7- Belgique, MO        the tavern of Jacob Steyns in
Belgique. $3,000 reward offered for murderers in a 1903 newspaper, (children)
1. NEELS, Alice
b.  4 May 1889
2. NEELS, Herman
b. 13 Jan 1891, d. 28 Jan 1965
3. NEELS, Lily
b. 25 Feb 1894
4. NEELS, Arthur
b.  6 Jan 1896
5. NEELS, Hilionus (Lon)        b. 26 Feb 1899, d. 26 Aug 1953
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6. BAUWENS, Pauline
m. MUENSTER, Herman
b. by 1864- USA                    b. St. Louis, Mo.
d. by 1906- USA
m. 3 Jan 1882- Perryville, Mo.
Justice of the Peace
(children)
1. MUENSTER, Bertha ———————— m. GEBHARDT,

   1 son, 2 dau.
2. MUENSTER, William
3. MUENSTER, Catherine 'Katie’ - m.
1 dau- Rose Maus
4. MUENSTER, Henry 'Harry'
5. MUENSTER, Mary 'Mamie' ———— m.CHIBNALL  _____    2 sons
6. MUENSTER, Edward
7. BAUWENS, Mary
m. KLIPFEL, John
b.  5 Feb 1869- USA
d. 17 Apr 1950- St. Louis, Mo.
m. 21 Aug 1891- Belgique, Mo.
(children))

1. KLIPFEL, Arthur
2. KLIPF'EL, Kathryn A. -————— d. d. 19 Aug 1966, never married
3. KLIPFEL, Iva 'Ivy'-———————— m. ZOPFIE_____
4. KLIPFEL, Zita  ——————————— m. BEES, Valentine (d. 28 Jan 1985) (children)
1. BEES, Valita --——————— m. WEBB, _____
2. BEES, Shirley———————— m. GROSCHE ____
3. BEES, Janet
m. LINK, _____
4. BEES, Harold 'Hal’
5. BEES, Richard
5. KLIPFEL, John W.-————————— m. TENHOLDER, Mildred
d. 7 Nov 1972
6. KLIPFEL, Mabel ——————————— d. young
7. KLIPFEL, Lela- — ——— ——————— m. WASCHEK, Joseph E.

    *******************************************************************
ADDITIONS:No. 1,2. BAUWENS, Ugenia  ———— m DECKELMAN, William , Sr.
2. BAUWENS, Ugenia
m. DECKELMAN, William, Sr.
(children)
1. DECKELMAN, Myrtle
m. MACHOLD, ________
1. MACHOLD, Forest
2. MACHOLD, Richard Albert
2. DECKELMAN, Norine
m. (1) STOLL, ___
(2) SPATH, Gilbert 1. STOLL, Thomas Michael
3. DECKELMAN, William, Jr.      m. (1) SPATH, Mildred
(2) LEE, Ruth
1. DECKELMAN, Doris        m. NELLER, Earl H (1)
1. NELLER, Earl, Jr.     (2) Bass
2. NELLER, Dianna Juliette  (3) Landfather
3. NELLER, Richard Martin
4. NELLER, Timothy Paul
2. DECKELMAN, Jean         m. SCHMIDT, Ray
1. SCHMIDT, Katherine
.
2. SCHMIDT, John
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3. DECKELMAN, Lois         m. TODD, Robert
1. TODD, Robert, Jr.
2. TODD, Stephen
3. TODD, Richard
4. DECKELMAN, Georgia      m. SELLERS, Don
1. SELLERS, Jeffrey
2. SELLERS, Elizabeth
5. DECKELMAN, William (son of Ruth Lee) 3rd.
The BAUWENS FAMILY WAS COMPLIED BY IVA LEA (MODDE) BABBLER, from visits, death notices and records in the Perry County Court House, and Belgique Catholic Church.
  ESTATE OF SOPHIA BAUWENS (BAUENS)  Executor: EDWARD MODDE Fin al settlement in Perry County: Sunday, 15 Oct 1908
Taxes paid year of death (1906) paid 6 Dec 1906. Vol 605, page 50.
Twn 36, R 11 Lot # 2 Survey 1868 (Belgique)

Expenses listed:
Funeral expenses to Fr.De Ceunynck
$5.00
       Church tax paid to Fr.De Ceunynck (1906)             
3.00
        Coffin                                                
26.00
       Aug 1906 from 3rd to 24th, Dr. Boyd made 21
       visits @ $I.00 each
       Aug 22 Dr. Boyd paid Dr. Norton 



$10.00
       (Consultation)      Total medical expenses 
29.75
      AttorneyFee to Noell (lawyer)
25.00
Remaining estate divided as follows: each heir receiving appx. $81.00
1/6
to
Catherine Modde
$80.97
1/6
to
Ida Heels
80.9

1/6
to
Mary Klipfel
80.98
1/6 to Sophia Price children
    1/18 to Maty Wicks                                              $26.99
    1/18 to Edward H. Price                          26.99
    1/18 to Ida Schuler                                              26.99
1/6 to Peter Bauwens children
    1/30 to Rose Hesse (Rosalie)                                 $16.19
    1/30 to Jennie (Janet) Deckelman                             16.20
    1/30 to Edward Bauwens                                         16.19
    1/30 to Peter Jacob Bauwens,3rd                     16.20
    1/30 to Ida Bauwens                                          16.19
1/6 to Pauline Muenster children
    1/36 to William Muenster                              $13.50
    1/36 to Bertha Gebhardt                                       13.50
    1/36 to Catherine Muenster                                  13.50
 1/36 to Henry Muenster (Minor)                            13.50
    1/36 to Edward Muenster (Minor)                      13.50
     1/36 to Mary Muenster (Minor).                               13.50
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This document scanned from a book entitled ‘From Belgium to the Mississippi – The Family of Francies Bernard Modde’.  The book was written by Alice Carroll Bert and Iva Lea Modde Baebler in 1986.  Mary E. Hoffmann bought a copy (number 121 of 350 copes) for $25.00.  It had only the above information about Mary’s ancestors. 

